to the Royal Edinburgh Asylum. The 
I. The Civil Incapacity of the Insane.
On the 1st of March 1861, I had the honour of delivering an address in this hall on " The Legal Kelations of Insanity." The object which I proposed for myself in that address was to lay before you the numerous and serious difficulties which surrounded the subject of insanity, and to point out, as seen from a physician's point of view, how these difficulties arise, and how they may be obviated.
The difficulties I referred to in that address were chiefly those connected with the detection of insanity in its earliest stages, the difficulties involved in determining when a patient should be separated from his family and placed in an asylum, and the delays and difficulties encountered in getting the requisite medical certificates and the sheriff's warrant for his removal to an asylum. I commented, also, on the penalties and actions for damages to which medical men are exposed for sending insane persons to asylums, or for detaining them there.
Before discussing these difficulties, I thought it would simplify the whole subject, and render my remarks on 
